


0 
 

CULTURE IS PREVENTION: A STRENGTH 
BASED, CULTURALLY GROUNDED JOURNEY 
TOWARD PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND 
HEALING 

�����	�ï�•�����…�–�‹�‘�•�����Ž�ƒ�•���ˆ�‘�”�����‹�•�•�‹�•�‰���ƒ�•�†�����—�”�†�‡�”�‡�†��
Indigenous People 
October 2023 

 

OVERVIEW 

The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) is committed to harnessing its resources to 
confront the crisis of Missing or Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP), which has 
disproportionately harmed Native communities. For generations, Indigenous people and Native 
communities have struggled with high rates violence and trauma caused by the devastating 
legacy of assimilationist policies of forced removal, boarding schools, and bureaucratic 
oppression. To counter the cumulative impacts of this historical trauma, ACF will prioritize 
working in 
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DEFINING MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENIUS PEOPLE  
¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άaƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ aǳǊŘŜǊŜŘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, and the Indigenous peoples of Guam, 
American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Islands,1 who have been victims of violence, 
homicide, human trafficking, and sexual exploitation. Over generations of repeated traumatic 
experiences, Indigenous people have become vulnerable to these forms of violence, their 
resilience diminished, and their health weakened.  Preventing that susceptibility and healing 
from inter-generational trauma are directly associated with long term positive health 
outcomes. 

BACKGROUND 

Historical Trauma, Culture, and Social Determinants of Health 

According to the research of social scientist Dr. Maria Yellow Horse Brave Heart, the collective 
phenomenon of historical trauma stems from centuries of disastrous federal policies targeting 
Native lands and 
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unique Indigenous determinants of health that shape conditions of daily life in many Native 
communities and impact their vulnerability to violence.4  
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American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian survivors of the federal Indian boarding school 
system provided the opportunity to share their stories, help connect communities with trauma-
informed support, and facilitate collection of a permanent oral history. 

President Biden’s Executive Order 14053 (2021) 
On November 15, 2021, President Biden signed Executive Order (EO) 14053, Improving Public 

Safety and Criminal Justice for Native Americans and Addressing the Crisis of Missing or 

Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) and set out several mandates that directly connect to the 
ACF MMIP Action Plan: 

¶ Support of culture, language, and traditional Knowledge 
¶ 
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extensive range of technical assistance to better support community partners in their 
grant administration. 

 

�ò���•���•�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡��people, our connections to land and place support how we understand and 
apply the concept of Indigenous Social Determinants of Health (ISDOH) for our shared 
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~ Seven Directions A Center for Indigenous Public Health 

 

Programmatic Actions  

Through the ACF Native American Affairs Advisory Council (NAAAC), ACF will 
inquire and make recommendations on four main approaches to curtailing the 
MMIP crisis: Prevention; Intervention; Healing; and Response



7 
 

WORKS CITED 

(n.d.). Retrieved from https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22400458/ 

ACF Strategic Plan. (2022). Retrieved from Administration for CHildren and Families: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/about/acf-strategic-plan-2022 

Carillo, S. (2023, February 10). MPR Neews. Retrieved from On the road to healing, tribal citizens are 
speaking out about boarding schools: https://www.npr.org/2023/02/10/1151688497/on-the-
road-to-healing-tribal-citizens-are-speaking-out-about-boarding-



8 
 

Seven Directions: A Center for Indigenous Health. (n.d.). https://www.indigenousphi.org/isdoh/isdoh. 
Retrieved from Our Connections to Lands, Peoples, & Knowledge: 
https://www.indigenousphi.org/isdoh/isdoh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

 


